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at Tilsit he wept over the fate of Prussia, and at Guttstadt in the same 
year, when a fellow surgeon tossed a famishing girl a coin, useless in a 
place stripped of provisions, Percy shared with her his bread and wine. 
Only by the influence of Moreau was he saved in 1800 from the penalty, 
presumably death, for assisting emigres. Percy, indeed, with all his ten- 
derness, was the soul of courage, not merely in battle. Thrice in 1799 
and 1800 he received complaining letters from superiors at Paris. Twice 
he replied bluntly that he had no need of the ministry or of encomiums 
at Paris ; one of these exchanges of compliments he inserted verbatim in 
Strasburg journals. The third letter, a voluminous, unprepaid exhorta- 
tion to generosity which cost him over a franc in postage, he returned 
to the senders and suggested that they put more of that virtue in the car- 
riage of their letters. His desertion of Louis XVIII for Napoleon in 181 5 
was not so blameworthy as it might at first sight seem. By instinct he 
was a man of the old regime, but his heart was with the men of the new. 

H. M. Bowman. 

Geschichte der Schweiz im Neunzehnten Jahrhundert. I. Die Schweiz 
unter franzosischem Protektorat. Von Wilhelm Oechsli, Pro- 
fessor of Swiss History in the Federal Polytechnicum and in the 
University of Zurich. (Leipzig : S. Hirzel. 1903. Pp. xviii, 781). 

This is the first volume of the first special history of Switzerland 
during the nineteenth century written by an historian who was already 
an historian before writing it. The subject has proved so attractive of 
late years that one might fear that the publicists and statesmen it tempted 
had long since filled the book-stores of publishers. The name of Pro- 
fessor Oechsli, second to none among Swiss scholars, happily triumphed 
over such obstacles, and Hirzel's Verlag in Leipzig generously placed 
three volumes of their monumental Staatengeschichte der neuesten Zeit 
at his disposal. I can recommend the present volume as containing the 
most complete and most reliable account that has ever been printed of 
the fall of the ancien regime in Switzerland, the times of Helvetic Revo- 
lution, and the protectorate of Bonaparte over the confederation of 
which he called himself the mediateur. The reader will find here a pre- 
cise and valuable description of the manifold eighteenth-century state 
governments, sham democracies, and petty aristocracies, whose narrow 
cantonalism prevented the Bund from forming one real state. " Man 
sprach und schrieb im letzten Jahrhundert viel vom schweizerischen 
Oder helvetischen Freistaate. In Wirklichkeit war die Schweiz gar kein 
Staat. Sie besass gleichsam die Rohmaterialen zu einem solchen, ein 
Land, ein Volk und eine Geschichte ; aber der Bau, den friihere Genera- 
tionen begonnen, war unvollendet stecken geblieben und wieder zer- 
fallen " (p. 20). 

Professor Oeschsli then proceeds to show with numerous references 
(especially to the big collection of Strickler, Amtliche Sammlung der 
Akten aus der Zeit der Helvetischen Republik, and to the Correspondance 
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de Napolion I") how the Helvetic state was formed under the pressure 
of the French Revolution and of the armies of the Directory, first as a 
unitary republic, afterward, under the Consulate and by Bonaparte's im- 
perative mediation, as a federative republic, France progressively assum- 
ing all the rights of protectorate. 

I have only one criticism to offer concerning the masterwork of my 
learned colleague of Zurich, which indeed deserves every praise. It is 
with reference to his judgment of the men of the Revolution, who were 
fatally the men pf French intervention in Swiss affairs, and of the First 
Consul's attitude toward our country. When treating these questions 
Swiss historians are still under the influence of their political environ- 
ment. Generally for those that belong to old cantons Frederic Cesar 
Laharpe of Rolle and Peter Ochs of Basel, who were prominent in stir- 
ring up foreign intervention, are traitors, and Bonaparte is to be con- 
sidered without question as an enemy of Switzerland. Quite a different 
opinion prevails in the cantons that owe their existence as states to the 
struggle of 1798 and the following years. In Vaud, for instance, 
Laharpe's memory is worshiped, and it is not unusual, even to-day, to 
find Bonaparte's portrait as young " general en chef de I'armee d'ltalie ' ' 
or " Premier Consul " in the place of honor in good old country-houses. 

Professor Oechsli did much to free himself from prejudice in his 
excellent narrative of the overthrow of ancient abuses, but, as he tells us 
in his preface, he confined himself, for this part of the big work he has 
undertaken, to printed documents. I hope that the results of the investi- 
gations which are now in progress in public and private archives, under 
the auspices of the Valdese authorities, will encourage him to go still 
farther in the way of historical serenity. Valdese patriots, having no 
other way of obtaining from aristocratic Bern redress and political life, 
tried to induce the French government to intervene in their favor and, 
with bad arguments but with the help of Bonaparte, succeeded. Bernese 
history may have bitter words for them. They were the cause of foreign 
invasion and of the fall of Bern. World-history (and Professor Oechsli 
contributes a part of the Staatengeschichte der neuesten Zett) ought not 
to treat them as different from the American patriots who, not many 
years before, had recourse to Louis XVI in order to be helped by French 
ships, French troops, and French money in their desperate struggle 
against their mother-country. It is only since the time when nations, 
when people with representative governments, in the modern sense of 
these words, were born, that recourse to foreign aid in internal affairs 
has ceased to be current and can be fairly branded as historically 
treasonable. Charles Borgeaud. 

A History of European Thought in the Nineteenth Century. By 
John Theodore Merz. Vol. II. (London : Blackwood and 
Sons. 1903. Pp. xiii, 807.) 
It is in one sense regrettable that the immense labor involved in this 

remarkable work has prevented the author from carrying out his original 



